[Pneumococcal vaccination; arguments for informing parents about the options available].
Invasive pneumococcal disease in childhood causes meningitis, sepsis and pneumonia. Current pneumococcal vaccines are estimated to prevent 50% of Dutch pneumococcal meningitis and 40% of pneumococcal sepsis. In 2001, the Health Council of The Netherlands emphasised the importance of universal pneumococcal vaccination of small children. However, the Dutch Minister of Health, Welfare and Sports stated that the vaccine is too expensive for the national vaccination programme (NVP). Child health clinics do not educate parents about vaccines that are not available in the NVP, and therefore parents are not informed about the availability of an effective pneumococcal vaccine. We argue that child health clinic physicians should inform parents about the limitations of the NVP in order to put expectations about the programme into perspective. Educating parents that the NVP is very worthwhile but does not include every possible or available vaccine will strengthen confidence in the NVP. Parents who then want to know which effective vaccines are available should be provided with the information they request. In view of the Health Council recommendations, the pneumococcal vaccine should then be specifically mentioned.